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Reviews and Notices of Books.
Bubonic Plague: its COIl’l’se and Symptoil/s and llfearzs of Pre-

rention and T’I’eatment, according to the Latest Scientific
Discoveries, including Notes of Cases It’it Oporto. With anAppendix specially written by the Author for the EnglishAppendix specially written by the Author for the English
Edition. By Dr. JosE VERDES MoxTENEGRO, ex-Inteme
of the Central University of Medicine, Associate Physician
of the Hospital de la Princesa, and Professor at the
Municipal Micrographical Laboratory, Madrid. Autho-
rised Translation by W. MUNRO, M.D. Edin., Author of
"Leprosy," late Medical Officer of St. Kitts, W.I., &c.
London : Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox. 1900. Price 3s. 6d.
net.

THIS work gives a very good and interesting account of
plague. Not only has the very voluminous literature bearing
on this subject been traversed in search of information in
order to bring the volume up to date, but the results of the
author’s reflections thereon are set forth, with the addition of
numerous observations drawn from his own large field of
experience. Dr. Montenegro’s work has been translated

by Dr. Munro, and the author has specially written
an appendix for the English edition in which he has
been enabled to add details of later investigations and
results than were possible when the original book was
first published in the Spanish language. As we have said,
the literature about plague is already very voluminous and
the reader views the accumulation of books, reviews, and
reports-official and otherwise-with an embarrassed feeling
akin to that which we may suppose a mouse to feel when

suddenly encountering a large mass of provender; he does
not know where to begin.

Plague is an acute infectious fever caused by the bacillus
pestis of Kitasato and Yersin and it is the only known disease
of the class which attacks epidemically and simultaneously
man and certain of the lower animals. It differs from some
other infectious maladies in not being a water-borne disease,
but the results of investigation point to the probability of its
being rat-borne-at any rate as one of the vehicles for its

spread. The factors for the dissemination and prevalence of
the disease are the presence of the bacillus, susceptible
material for it to work upon, and a suitable environment.
The knowledge of plague which we have acquired of late

years has modified very much the ideas which were derived
from reading about its terrible epidemics in the past; but it ’,,
must be confessed that notwithstanding the enormous amount
of labour-scientific, clinical, and hygienic-that has been
devoted to the subject and the prophylactic methods for !
fortifying the system against the attacks, of which those

living centuries ago had not the faintest conception, there
still remain many points which require to be cleared up,

especially as to the life-history of its bacillus discovered
almost simultaneously by Kitasato and Yersin in 1894.
The subject does not manifestly lend itself to any brief

discussion. One of the briefest and bestprieis of the informa-
tion acquired in India and elsewhere in regard to plague that
we have met with is contained in the official Report of the
Sanitary Measures in India, 1897-98, Vol. XXXI., published
in 1899.
As Dr. Montenegro remarks, energetic action can only arise

from clear ideas derived from a correct interpretation of the
phenomena of the disease, and it has been his aim and object
in the present work to set forth what his ideas on the subject
are. He does not claim that his conclusions will be final,
for scientific men of our time live in a constant state of
mental instability as to their opinions throwing aside some
ideas and replacing them by others. In his brief appendix
from Madrid, dated Feb. 1st, 1900, he discusses the subject
(as he tells us, with his notes and commentaries before him)
of all that has been done up to the very date of publication.

This enables him to comment on the latest observations
under such headings as "Bacteriology," "Means of Infec-

tion," "Contagion," "Clinique," and " Sero-therapeutics,"
and what he has to say is both pertinent to the subject and
well worth reading-as, indeed, is the whole work.

Le Systenze Nerveux Central. (The Central Nervous System).
Par JULES SOURY. Paris : Georges Carre et C. Naud.
Vols. I. and II. 1899. 4to, pp. 1865.
THIS elaborate work, dealing with the structure and

functions of the central nervous system and including a
critical history of theories and doctrines, is divided
into the following parts: (1) antiquity, (2) modern

times, and (3) the contemporary period. M. Soury displays
wide learning and remarkably painstaking efforts in his
account of the ideas of the ancients with regard
to the nervous system including the mind. The sub-

ject matter is arranged in chronological order under the

great teachers and schools of those times. The names of

Aristotle, Galen, and Plato stand out naturally in great
prominence. The second period brings the narrative down
to, and includes the discovery of, cerebral localisation. The

teachings and writings of many remarkable men are des-
cribed in this part of the work, commencing with Varolius.
Anatomists and physiologists, such as Willis, Malpighius,
Vieussens, Haller, Vic d’Azyr, Bichat, Rolando, Flourens,
Broca, as well as philosophers such as Descartes, Spinoza
Hobbes, Kant, all belong to this period. The remark-

able advances in our knowledge of the functions of the
nervous system brought about by the researches of Fritsch
and Hitzig (1870), Ferrier, and many other experimenta-
lists are noted at the end of this epoch. The clinical
observations of Broca and Hughlings Jackson had done more
than suggest the fact that certain functions of the brain
were limited to definite areas of the cortex before the

important experimental researches of the above-named

investigators were made. Subsequently it was pointed out
that sensory functions also had their seat in the motor

cortex. Under the heading of " The Contemporary Period’’
the advances in our knowledge are largely chronicled in an
anatomical order. After describing the various motor and
sensory paths the author deals with functions of the cerebral
cortex, the crebral lobes, and the sensory motor centres.

Having given some account of the emotions, including pain,
M. Soury passes on to the consideration of the centres for

sight, hearing, and smell. The modern theory of neurons is
fully discussed in connexion with the researches of Golgi,
Ramon y Cajal, van Gehuchten, and Lenhossek. A very com-
plete index, both as regards the subject matter and the names
of authors, is appended. The index of the subject matter is
really, more strictly speaking, an elaborate summary of the
contents of the book. It is impossible to close these volumes
without being impressed by the amount of labour which their
compilation must have involved. They constitute a most
valuable work of reference which not only sketches out our
present knowledge of the anatomy and physiology of the
nervous system, but also shows the laborious steps by
which this knowledge has been built up.
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Librairie Tischbacher. Pp. 82. Price 2s. 6d. net.-This little
book consists in the main of plain and simple directions for
living a healthy, honest life. Though the author is not a
medical man his directions as to food, washing, clothing,
ventilation, and light are very seneible. Especially are we
glad to see his objection to making children eat too much,
or to making them eat what they do not want, on condition


